
 

A Guide to The Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals (GHS) 

The HAZCOM GHS “Purple Book” 

http://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/ghs.html 

What is the GHS? 

The GHS is an acronym for The Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals. The GHS is a 
system for standardizing and harmonizing the classification and labeling of chemicals. It is a logical and comprehensive 
approach to:  

• Defining health, physical and environmental hazards of chemicals;  
• Creating classification processes that use available data on chemicals for comparison with the defined hazard 

criteria; and  
• Communicating hazard information, as well as protective measures,  on labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDS). 

 

Go here too!!   http://www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html 

This is where effective dates, comparisons and many other issues can be found to get the straight OSHA 
perspective versus the “global perspective” in the GHS Purple Book.  

NEW!!! 

This affects almost 
every company!! 

NEW OSHA 
HAZCOM 

Requirements!! 
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