
This is a typical “there-I-was” story, much like the ones I enjoy reading 
about in safety magazines. The only difference is I am the subject, and 
the following events (yes, that’s multiple events) happened to me. The 
lessons learned motivated me to change the way I think about my 
favorite hobby — motorcycle riding.

I have had the pleasure of attending some of 
the best schools the Army has to offer. One 
school recently taught me the valuable lesson 
of knowing my personal limitations regarding 
high-altitude flight.

My son and I were on an overnight hiking trip with 
his Boy Scout troop. The plan was to hike eight miles 
up the trail, sleep and then eight miles back. This was 
great in theory, but after we set out, things didn’t 
turn out quite as planned.

The Know the Signs 
campaign is designed 
to heighten awareness 
of risk factors and 
provide leaders and 
Soldiers the tools 

they need to address safety issues in their 
unit or peer group. The signs are all around. 
It’s up to you to recognize and act on them.

Knowledge is always looking for contributors to provide 
ground, aviation, driving and off-duty safety articles. 
Don’t worry if you’ve never written an article for 
publication. Just write about what you know, and our 
editorial staff will take care of the rest. Your story might 
just save another Soldier’s life. Click the SUBMIT AN 
ARTICLE tab below to share your story. 

Mentoring can help keep Soldiers 
safe. Find out what you can do 
to protect your Soldiers with the 
Motorcycle Mentorship Program.

The Ground Risk Assessment 
Tool (GRAT) is an interactive, 
automated online system 
developed to augment risk 
management planning and 
decision-making for ground 
operations.
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