


1.  Who was the first Chief of 
Ordnance?  
A. Decius Wadsworth  
B. Samuel Hof  
C. George Bomford  
D. Clark LeMasters

2.  During the Civil War how many 
pounds of lead did the Ordnance 
Department furnish Union Sol-
diers?  
A. 60 million  
B. 70 million  
C. 80 million  
D. 90 million

3.  During World War II, how much 
did the Ordnance Department 
spend to produce ammunition, 
explosives and tanks?  
A. $24 billion  
B. $28 billion  
C. $34 billion  
D. $38 billion

4.  How many Ordnance Corps 
Soldiers have received the Medal of 
Honor?  
A. 5  
B. 15  
C. 25  
D. 35

5.  Who wrote the Ordnance Song, 
“Arms for the Love of America”?  
A. Irving Berlin  
B. George Gershwin  
C. Francis Scott Key  
D. Oscar Hammerstein

6.  Today, the Ordnance Corps has 
how many Active, Reserve, and 
Guard members?  
A. 80,000  
B. 90,000  
C. 100,000  
D. 110,000

Vietnam Veteran Receives Bronze Star, 
Thanks to A Loyal and Dedicated Friend

ON THE COVER
When testifying before Congress 
on March 8, Secretary of the Army 
John McHugh points out differ-
ences between two battery charging 
stations to illustrate advancements 
made to support and protect troops 
and the environment.  The Universal 
Battery Charger on display weighs 
six pounds and replaces multiple 
chargers weighing up to 85 pounds.  
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S O L A R P O W E R Q W C D F H N A A A 
B O C A L K A L I N E V U R J P L E G T 
O S L D W F V V E H I C L E S B Y U K L 
P O P D V X C V R D Y H T H F R S J S S 
E E F F I C I E N T 5 T U Y N H T G A I 
R K F R G E N E R A T O R B E U R W G A 
A W I Q D X R E P U H G E D U C A T E E 
T H E N L K C P M V E W L D G T T I O L 
I O N X E Z A Q O S D V T Y T H E R V H 
O U E S T T Y V B W D B A S I N G Q P S 
N K R L O G I C I E E W R C N J I M K A 
A C G F S F A C L C T R E F G S E E R V 
L J Y L P U B U I R N G 9 V M W S I S I 
E F M L H E J T T K W 4 T U H I U K M N 
N L A G I L I T Y A X D R G J P 8 B K G 
E L N U Q C G B P O O B A T T E R I E S 
R C A Q I F E H R T V V B S K S O U Y P 
G R G F G W M 2 C S H N I K Z C D F Q P 
Y D E C I S I V E D V G O H R T N I F E 
B F R M L I T H I U M I A C H A R G E R 
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 An Army veteran who helped close 
down the final operations of the Viet-
nam War 40 years ago was given a long 
overdue honor.
 Retired MAJ Harold Brown, Jr., 
of Grand Prairie, Texas, received the 
Bronze Star Medal from LTG Raymond 
Mason, Deputy Chief of Staff of the 
Army, G-4 (Logistics), at the Pentagon 
last month.  The pinning was part of the 
retirement ceremony Mason hosted for 
COL David Whitaker, who in his final 
act before taking off his Army uniform, 
wanted to help the Army correct a 
40-year-old error.
 Brown served honorably in the 
Vietnam War, commanding two com-
panies simultaneously, the 304th S&S 
Company and the 552d Light Main-
tenance Company.  He volunteered 
to take command after there was an 
attempt on the prior commander’s life.  
 He eliminated racial tensions in the 
units, and these units went on to close 
down the final operations in Vietnam 
in a professional and dignified manner.  
This was a testament to his outstanding 
leadership in a combat environment.
 The award for such service is a 
Bronze Star Medal, but unfortunately 
Brown’s award was never processed.  This 
was due to the quick drawdown of forces 
in 1972, where units were literally deacti-
vating in days and returning home.

 When Brown told his old neigh-
bor and friend, COL Whitaker, what 
happened many years ago, Whitaker 
wanted to correct the mistake.  He did 
some painstaking research.  He tracked 
down Brown’s former chain of com-
mand, and with their help, and the help 
of Congress, was able to get the award 
for Brown.
 Among those Whitaker tracked 
down was Brown’s old boss in Vietnam, 
retired LTC Don Amador, who now 
lives in Victorville, California.  The two 
had not seen each other in years.  Ama-
dor surprised Brown by attending the 
ceremony and helping pin the Bronze 
Star Medal on him.
 LTG Mason said this is a great 

example of Soldiers always taking care 
of each other and family.  
 “In the 25 years COL Whitaker has 
served in the Army, he has exhibited 
many traits that make him a great Sol-
dier, but the two that stand out the most 
are loyalty and dedication,” Mason said.  
“He stays in touch with old friends, and 
that loyalty continued on to this final 
day of his service.”
 Amador explained that the scene 
in Vietnam was chaotic.  “We were here 
today and gone tomorrow,” he said.  “I 
am just glad we were able to finally take 
care of it.”
 Brown said:  “I just want to say 
thank you to the United States Army 
and to our Nation.”

(from left) LTG Raymond Mason, retired LTC Don Amador and COL David Whitaker present 
retired MAJ Harold Brown, Jr. (middle right) with the Bronze Star Medal for his service in Vietnam 
40 years ago.  

The Last MRAP to Leave
 The Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected 
(MRAP) vehicle shown was the last one to
cross the border out of Iraq in December 
2011.  It departed Port of Ash Shuaiba, 
Kuwait at the end of March on the freighter 
Ocean Crescent and arrived at Beaumont, 
Texas, at the end of April.  To commemo-
rate this key piece of history, the vehicle 
will be preserved and displayed at the 1st
Cavalry Division Museum at Fort Hood, 
Texas.

ORDNANCE 
BICENTENNIAL
CHALLENGE

Answers: 1. A  2. D  3. C  4. B  5. A  6. C

Can you spot the 10 differences between these two pictures?

U.S. Army photo by Staff Sgt. Bernardo Fuller

In honor of the Ordnance Corp’s 200th birthday, test your skills on 
Ordnance Corps history.

1. Hook color;  2. Lever on right side is moved;  3. Green bag moved;  4. Bracket on Soldier's helmet is missing;  5. Soldier is facing in the opposite direction;  6. Soldier's uniform is ACU pattern;  7. Extra hole in base of chassis;  

8. Extra flange on back of shovel;  9. Exhaust pipe is missing cap;  10. Extra hose pipe on shovel
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