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101st Airborne Division Soldiers to Receive Purple Hearts for 2003 Kuwait Attack 

 

WHO: Retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges and (posthumous) Capt. Christopher Seifert. Family 

members of Capt. Christopher Seifert will receive his Purple Heart on his behalf.  

 

WHAT: Soldiers of the 101st Airborne Division who were wounded in a 2003 grenade attack in 

Kuwait will be awarded the Purple Heart during a presentation ceremony. 

 

WHEN: 1 p.m. Saturday, July 25. Media representatives are asked to arrive no later than 12:30 

p.m. for check-in and set-up. 

 

WHERE: Tennessee Wings of Liberty Museum, Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

 

BACKGROUND: This ceremony honors the service members wounded during a tragic insider 

attack at Camp Pennsylvania, Kuwait in 2003. During the incident, a U.S. soldier threw hand 

grenades into three 1st Brigade “Bastogne” living quarter tents, killing two service members and 

wounding 14 others. Retired Gen. David Petraeus will preside over the ceremony and recognize 

two of these 16 individuals: Retired Lt. Gen. Ben Hodges and (posthumous) Capt. Christopher 

Seifert. Family members of Capt. Christopher Seifert will receive his Purple Heart on his 

behalf. (Note: Additional individuals wounded in this attack will be recognized at a later date at 

the Pentagon.) 

 

MEDIA REGISTRATION: 

Media representatives interested in covering the ceremony must contact the Fort Campbell 

Public Affairs Office to RSVP. Attending representatives will meet with a public affairs escort at 

the Tennessee Wings of Liberty Museum no later than 12:30 p.m. Saturday, July 25. The 

Tennessee Wings of Liberty Museum is located outside the Fort Campbell gates, at the 

intersection of Tiny Town Road and Fort Campbell Boulevard, and does not require a Fort 

Campbell installation visitor pass for access.  

 

Contact Information: 

• Maj. Jonathon D. Bless  

101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) Deputy Director of Public Affairs 

• Email: jonathon.d.bless.mil@army.mil   

• Phone: (931) 217-5074 
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For ceremony-related media content, please visit https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/HQ-101ABN. 

All products on DVIDS are public domain and can be used by anyone. Individuals can create a 

free DVIDS account to download high resolution versions of the products. 
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