
Combined DoW MWD Care Requirements – Sanitation 
Requirement Reference 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, FREQUENCY: All equipment and 
areas MUST be cleaned with appropriate detergents and disinfectants as often as 
needed to keep them sanitary and free of debris and harmful contaminants. 

DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2(4)(a) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, MINIMIZING RISK: The facility should 
be cleaned in order of animal susceptibility to disease and potential risk to the general 
population, starting with the most susceptible animals and ending with those who carry 
the highest risk of transmitting infectious disease. 

DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, FACILITY: Housing facilities and areas 
used for storing animal bedding MUST be free of accumulation of trash, waste material, 
junk, weeds, and other discarded materials. 

9 CFR § 3.1(b) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, PREMISES: Premises where 
housing facilities are located, including buildings and surrounding grounds, MUST be 
kept clean, well-maintained (e.g., weeds, grasses, bushes) and in good repair, and free 
of accumulated trash, junk, waste products, and discarded matter to protect the dogs 
from injury, to facilitate husbandry practices required in 9 CFR § 3.11, to protect the 
health and well-being of the dogs, and to reduce or eliminate breeding and living areas 
for rodents and other pests and vermin. 

9 CFR § 3.11(c) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, PRIMARY ENCLOSURE: Cages 
MUST be sanitized, using proper agents followed by thorough rinsing before animals are 
placed in them. 

DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, PRIMARY ENCLOSURES, 
FREQUENCY: Used primary enclosures MUST cleaned and sanitized in accordance 
with 9 CFR § 3.11(b) before use by another dog, at least once every two weeks, or more 
often if necessary to prevent an accumulation of dirt, debris, food waste, excreta, and 
other disease hazards. 

9 CFR § 3.11(b)(1); 
9 CFR § 3.11(b)(2) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, HARD SURFACES, FREQUENCY: 
Hard surfaces with which the dogs come in contact MUST be spot-cleaned daily and 
sanitized in accordance with 3.11(b) to prevent accumulation of excreta, prevent 
accumulation of excreta, and reduce disease hazards. 

9 CFR § 3.1(c)(3) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, HARD SURFACES, METHOD: Hard 
surfaces of primary enclosures and food and water receptacles MUST be sanitized using 
one of the following methods: 

i. Live steam under pressure.
ii. Washing with hot water (at least 180 °F (82.2 °C)) and soap or detergent.
iii. Washing all soiled surfaces with appropriate detergent solutions and

disinfectants, or by using a combination detergent/disinfectant product that
accomplishes the same purpose, with a thorough cleaning of the surfaces to
remove organic material, so as to remove all organic material and mineral
buildup, and to provide sanitization followed by a clean water rinse.

9 CFR § 3.11(b)(3) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, SOFT SURFACES, FREQUENCY: 
Floors made of dirt, sand, gravel, grass, or other similar material MUST be raked or spot-
cleaned with sufficient frequency to ensure all animals the freedom to avoid contact with 
excreta. 

9 CFR § 3.1(c)(3) 



MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, SOFT SURFACES, METHOD: Pens, 
runs, and outdoor housing areas using material that CANNOT be sanitized using the 
methods provided in 9 CFR § 3.11(b)(3), such as gravel, sand, grass, earth, or 
absorbent bedding, MUST be sanitized by removing the contaminated material as 
necessary to keep animals dry and clean and to prevent odors, diseases, pests, 
insects, and vermin infestation. 

9 CFR § 3.11(b)(4); 
9 CFR § 3.1(c)(3); 
DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2(4)(a) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, OTHER SURFACES, FREQUENCY: 
All other surfaces of housing facilities MUST be cleaned and sanitized when necessary 
to satisfy generally accepted husbandry standards and practices. Sanitization may be 
done using any of the methods provided in § 3.11(b)(3) for primary enclosures. 

9 CFR § 3.1(c)(3) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, OTHER SURFACES, METHOD: 
Sanitization may be done using any of the methods provided in § 3.11(b)(3) for primary 
enclosures. 

9 CFR § 3.1(c)(3) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, RAISED FLOOR KENNELS: The pans 
under primary enclosures with grill-type floors and the ground areas under raised runs 
with mesh or slatted floors MUST be cleaned as often as necessary to prevent 
accumulation of feces and food waste and to reduce disease hazards pests, insects and 
odors. 

9 CFR § 3.11(a) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, PROTECTION: When steam or water 
is used to clean the primary enclosure, whether by hosing, flushing, or other methods, 
dogs MUST be removed, unless the enclosure is large enough to ensure the animals 
would not be harmed, wetted, or distressed in the process. Dogs (including those in 
adjacent primary enclosures) MUST be protected from being contaminated with water, 
cleaning chemicals, and other wastes during the cleaning. 

9 CFR § 3.11(a); 
DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2(4)(a) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, DRYING: Standing puddles of water in 
animal enclosures MUST be removed (e.g., by draining or mopping up) so that the 
animals stay dry. 

9 CFR § 3.11(a) 
9 CFR § 3.1(f) 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, AEROSOLIZED WASTE: Litter should 
be emptied from cages and pens in a manner that minimizes exposure of animals and 
personnel to aerosolized waste. 

DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2 

MANAGEMENT, CLEANING AND SANITIZING, NOXIOUS AGENTS: Animals and 
personnel MUST be protected from noxious agents. 

DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2 

FEEDING, STORAGE, SANITIZATION: Areas where food is prepared or stored MUST 
be kept clean. 

DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table A4.2 

FEEDING, STORAGE, SANITIZATION: Food containers MUST be sanitized frequently. DAFI 31-126 DAFGM 2025-01, 
Table 

FEEDING, DEVICE, SANITIZATION, REUSABLE: Used, non-disposable feeding 
devices (including self-feeders) MUST be cleaned and sanitized in accordance with 9 
CFR § 3.11(b) before use by another dog, at least once every two weeks, or more often 
if necessary to prevent an accumulation of dirt, debris, food waste, excreta, and other 
disease hazards. Sanitization is achieved by using one of the methods described in 9 
CFR § 3.11(b)(3). 

9 CFR § 3.9(b); 
9 CFR § 3.11(b)(1); 
9 CFR § 3.11(b)(2) 

FEEDING, DEVICE, SANITIZATION, DISPOSABLE: If the food receptacles are 
disposable, they MUST be discarded after one use. 

9 CFR § 3.9(b) 

WATERING, DEVICE, SANITIZATION: Used water receptacles MUST be cleaned and 
sanitized in accordance with 9 CFR § 3.11(b) before use by another dog, at least once 
every two weeks, or more often if necessary to prevent an accumulation of dirt, debris, 
food waste, excreta, and other disease hazards. 

9 CFR § 3.11(b)(1); 
9 CFR § 3.11(b)(2) 




