
Fall & Winter Weather Hazards

OL-C, 18th Combat Wx Squadron



Overview

▪ What’s New
▪ Hours of Operation
▪ Products
▪ Services
▪ Climatology
▪ Seasonal Patterns
▪ Seasonal Hazards



What’s New

▪ New webpage: 
https://www.army.mil/rucker#org-weather

https://www.army.mil/rucker#org-weather
https://www.army.mil/rucker#org-weather
https://www.army.mil/rucker#org-weather


What’s New

▪ BIFROST

▪ Log into BIFROST (https://bifrost.afweather.mil) 

and request account with mil email address

https://bifrost.afweather.mil/


What’s New

KHEY and 19AL Customers: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/62634e67-5291-

4cad-a68c-fc5706d5a694

KLOR Customers: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/ac4ad6c3-f705-4323-bffe-

93e963e9af40

KSXS Customers: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/81da7af1-033e-41c9-81e1-

b470fe931b8a

KFHK Customers: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/42a1ac73-3834-4bf0-94c8-

93a7cd81cb9b

KOZR Customers: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/0cee3748-7470-44ff-959b-

8544c4594196

Army Fixed Wing Customers: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/630f41b8-3d81-437f-

8a66-a25150748658

Stage Fields Lightning: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/717a4b3a-3627-449f-9ecf-

2358f8d7ced9

Base Fields Lightning: https://bifrost.afweather.mil/ui/dashboard/a611b818-bfaa-4915-a53a-

64745982f516
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What’s New



What’s New

Red: Lightning strike 0-15 minutes old. Outdoor activities are not safe. 

Green: Lighting strike 16-30 minutes old. Outdoor activities are safe.



What’s New



Hours of Operation

▪ Observing/Forecasting (KOZR)
▪ 01L Monday – 01L Saturday, excluding federal holidays

▪ Contact 26 OWS for after-hours support
▪ DSN 331-2651/2652/2653

▪ COMM 318-529-2651/2652/2653



Specification/Amendment Criteria

NWS TAF AF TAF MEF/-1/-2

≥ 3000 / 5 ≥ 1500 / 3 ≥ 1500 / 3

< 2000 / 3 < 1500 / 3 ≥ 1000 / 3

< 1000 / 3 < 600 / 1 1/2 < 1000 / 3

< 600 / 2 < 200 / 1/2 < 800 / 2

< 200 / 1/2 < 700 / 2

< 600 / 1 1/4

< 500 / 1

< 300 / 1/2

< 200 / 1/4

- May be AUTO

- No AMD rules

- Non-mil

- May be AUTO

- Strict AMD rules

- Low priority

- Strict AMD rules

- High priority

- Tailored to YOU



The Process



Products

▪ VFR Flights w/in 

60NM

▪ Area Forecast

▪ AM, PM, N1

▪ IFR Flights w/in 

100NM

▪ Point Forecast

▪ AM, PM, N1

▪ IFR Flights w/in 

150NM

▪ Point Forecast

▪ AM, PM only



Products

▪ Dissemination

▪ Web page

▪ Post to X & Facebook 

▪ Email to Ops Section and Mx Section

CST CDT

AM Issue 0445L 0500L

AM Valid 0630-1300L 0630-1300L

PM Issue 1015L 1045L

PM Valid 1300-1930L 1300-1930L

N1 Issue 1630L 1715L

N1 Valid 1930-0230L 1930-0230L



Keep In Mind……

Hazards are for 150NM

TURBC/ICING OUTSIDE TS

FL winds/temps are for 150NM 

and mid point of period

Read the Remarks



MEF Amendment vs Update

▪ Amendment is a change to the forecast

▪ Update is to add a WWA that is already forecast or to 

correct a typo



▪ VCTS 
▪ Used to articulate TS risk

▪ Better use of TEMPO TS

▪ Does NOT mean predominant thunderstorms

Products



Products



Services



Services

▪ PMSV

▪ 134.1 (KOZR)

▪ Live forecaster

▪ WIF

▪ 348.8

▪ Recorded loop

▪ Detailed information about MEF AMDs

▪ Hourly updates/void times



▪ Large LFA/few obs

▪ Critical during wx

▪  May be used to 

amend the MEF/-1

▪ PMSV Freq: 134.1

PIREPs



Percent ≥ 1000/3
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Percent ≥ 500/1



Climatology

Max Temp Min Temp Direction Speed Precip

Jan 59 39 N 5 4.79

Feb 63 42 N 5 5.07

Mar 70 48 NW 5 5.62

Apr 78 55 NW 4 4.17

May 84 63 NE-E 4 3.69

Jun 89 70 S-SW 4 4.85

Jul 90 72 SW 4 5.19

Aug 90 72 NE-E 3 4.43

Sep 86 68 NE-E 3 3.97

Oct 78 56 NE-E 4 3.37

Nov 69 47 N 4 3.50

Dec 62 41 N 5 4.25



Drought Monitor



Looking Ahead J-F-M



Seasonal Weather Hazards

▪ Fall-Winter

▪ Increased IFR

▪ Turbulence / Low Level Wind Shear (LLWS)

▪ Icing

▪ Thunderstorms

▪ Tornadoes

▪ Hurricanes



Turbulence & LLWS

▪ Turbulence

▪ Forecast is for 150NM

▪ For CAT II aircraft

▪ LLWS

▪ Forecast is for 150NM



Icing

▪ Icing

▪ Forecast is for 150NM

▪ MEF/-1 forecasts STRUCTURAL icing only



Icing

Visible Moisture + Temps ≤ 0˚C = Structural Icing

Visible Moisture + Temps > 0˚C = Non-Structural Icing

MEF/-1 forecasts STRUCTURAL ICING ONLY



Icing

▪ Observed Skew-T

▪ KBHM, KLIX, KJAN at 00Z and 12Z

▪ Forecast Skew-T

▪ Numerous locations in LFA every 6 hours

TTD
0°



Thunderstorms

HAIL



Thunderstorms

Bow = Bad









▪ https://www.army.mil/rucker#org-weather 

▪ “Like” us on Facebook (ftruckerwx) 

▪ “Follow” us on X (ftruckerwx) 

▪ “Stalk” us on IG (ftruckerwx) 

▪ 134.1 (PMSV) or 348.8 (WIF)

▪ cindy.l.howell.civ@army.mil (5-8142)

▪ amanda.l.dixon14.civ@army.mil (5-8272)

▪ fortruckerweather@army.mil (5-8385/8397)

Contact Us
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