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ATSH-TPC      21 April 2026 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR ATTENDING THE COURSE 
 
SUBJECT:  The Jungle Operations Training Course-Panama (JOTC-P) 
 
 
1.  Description: JOTC-P is conducted by the Combined Jungle Operations Training 
Center in Panama (CJOTC-P) at Cristobal Colon (formally known as Fort Sherman). 
The course focuses on individual skills required to operate effectively in a jungle 
environment, including Jungle Dismounted Mobility, Land Navigation, Combat Tracking, 
Jungle Tactics, and Survival Training. JOTC-P is an 18-day course conducted using a 
“crawl, walk, run” progressive training methodology. 
 
2.  Training Phases: 
 

a.  Phase I (Survival): builds each student’s foundational skills required for jungle 
operations. Students will need to demonstrate proficiency during multiple practical 
exercises. 
 

(1)  Critical and Mandatory Item layout 
 

(2)  Combat Water Survival Assessment (CWSA) 
 

(3)  Jungle 5K run (40-minute standard) 
 

(4)  Five critical knots and two non-critical knots 
 

b.  Phase II (Introduction to Tactics) builds upon Phase I fundamentals and focuses 
on refining the students ability to move, fight, and survive in a jungle environment. 
Training includes jungle mobility, waterborne operations, combat tracking, and jungle 
tactics. 
 

c.  Phase III (Patrols) culminates with a three-day field training exercise (CULEX), 
concluding with the “Green Mile” an unknown-distance, squad-level movement through 
jungle terrain. 
 

(1)  One-Rope Bridge 
 

(2)  Z-Pulley 3:1 Line Haul System 
 

(3)  Green Mile (Squad Run) 
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d.  Note for previously dropped students: In order to re-insert into Phase II or III, a 
dropped student must have passed Phase I. Student re-insert will be done on a case by 
case basis and cadre will notify the student with specific instructions. 
 
3.  Eligibility. JOTC-P is open to all military service members with no MOS or rank 
restrictions. Each class has a maximum capacity of 60 students. Foreign military 
personnel must coordinate attendance through their Embassy and Security Cooperation 
Office for an ATTRS slot. All members attending the course will be slotted into ATTRS. 
 
4.  Location and Reporting. JOTC-P is conducted at CJOTC-P Cristobal Colon. 
Students will report to Joint Security Cooperation Group–Panama (JSCG-P) LNO on 
report day at PTY (Panama Tocumen International Airport) Panama City, Panama. The 
Jungle Operations Training Course is 18 days in duration with a 3-day acclimatization 
and cultural training period. Students arrive at PTY NLT 2100 on the Report Date. 
JOTC-P training days typically begin at 0530 hours and continue until completion of 
training objectives. 
 
5.  Administrative Requirements 
 

a.  Minimum Qualifications. Students must meet the following standards before 
applying for JOTC-P: 
 

(1)  Periodic Health Assessment completed within 12 months of course end date 
(IAW AR 40-501 or service equivalent) 
 

(2)  Meet Service height and weight standards (IAW AR 600-9 or service 
equivalent) 
 

(3)  Passed AFT or service equivalent (IAW FM 7-22 or service equivalent) 
 

(4)  Minimum of one year remaining on active duty upon course completion 
 

b.  In-Processing. Formal in-processing takes place at Kilpatrick Bunker (Cristobal 
Colon) on Training Day 1. The duty uniform for in-processing is the Jungle Field Uniform 
(see JOTC-P Packing List Addendum). Students must arrive with a complete JOTC-P 
packing list and the following items on hand: 
 

(1)  Common Access Card (CAC) 
 

(2)  One complete set of ID tags (long and short chains) 
 
(3)  One writing pad and one black ink pen 

 
(4)  $100 Cash in small bills (optional but recommended) 
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(5)  Government Travel Card 

 
(6)  Yellow-Fever Immunization Card 

 
(7)  Complete and Signed 1610/Travel Authorization 

 
6.  Lodging: Personnel arriving from outside Panama will be billeted at JSCG-P 
headquarters from the report date until Course Start Date. Students will be billeted at 
Kilpatrick Bunker for the duration of the course. 
 
7.  Cardiovascular Screening Program (CVSP): Students aged 40 and older must bring 
one copy of a complete CVSP/EKG. These students will be evaluated for coronary heart 
disease risk factors as part of their Periodic Health Assessment, IAW AR 40-501. It is 
the student’s responsibility to ensure this screening is completed as close to their 40th 
birthday as possible. Proof of completion must be presented upon arrival. 
 
8.  Contraband. Unauthorized items, as identified on the JOTC-P packing list, will not be 
stored or secured by cadre. Cadre will instruct students to discard these items upon 
identification during layouts.  
 
9.  ATRRS Enrollment. All primary course slots are reserved in ATRRS through CJOTC-
P Training and Standards Cell (TSC). Wait-status packets will be accepted and 
processed prior to the enrollment suspense date after all ATRRS slots for are filled. 
Walk-ons are authorized only for personnel currently stationed in Panama. Walk-on 
students must submit a complete packet through the TSC no later than 15 days prior to 
report date. 
 
10.  Travel Requirements. This information is for CONUS & OCONUS students not 
stationed in Panama. 
 

a.  Medical Information. Immunizations must not expire before the course end date. 
 

(1)  Yellow Fever received within 10 years and must not lapse during the course 
(CDC 731 Internal Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis.) 
 

(2)  Rabies Series, 2x + Booster (DD 2766C) 
 

(3)  Typhoid, within 2 years (DD 2766C) 
 

(4)  Meningococcal within 5 years (DD 2766C) 
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b.  Country entrance training requirements. APACS requires that all training 
certificates must remain valid two (2) days past the course end date. The following 
courses are required can be found on JKO at https://jkodirect.jten.mil/: 
 

(1)  JS -US007-Level I Antiterrorism Awareness Training (2 hrs) 
 

(2)  J3T A-US1329-SERE 100.2 Level A SERE Education and Training in 
Support of the Code of Conduct (CUI) (4 hrs) 
 

(3)  J3S N-US649-SOUTHCOM Human Rights Awareness (1 hr) 
 

(4)  JCSUAS A-US1401-Basic Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS) 
Awareness FOUO (1 hr) 
 

(5)  DD 1610 
 

(6)  CWT SATO Itinerary 
 

(7)  Panama Threat Brief 
 

(8)  ISOPREP (Must be completed by service members DIV G2) 
 

c.  DTS Information. All students will comply with Standard Routing Doctrine (Simple 
Rule) for CONUS & OCONUS will travel from a Regional Hub to Major Hub than to 
Panama City (PTY). Below is a list of authorized Major Hubs. Students need to arrive 
NLT 2100 EST in Panama (PTY) on the report date. Failing to have any critical packing 
list item will result in the student dropped from the course. Transportation from PTY to 
JCSG-S will be provided, the JCSG-S LNO will be located outside terminal 1 in front of 
the Hertz rental car center. Any deviations due to mission requirements must be 
approved by the CJOTC-TSC. The following Major Hubs fly direct into PTY: 
 

(1)  MIA – Miami International Airport 
 

(2)  ATL – Atlanta International Airport 
 

(3)  AUS – Austin–Bergstrom International Airport 
 

(4)  DFW – Dallas Fort Worth International Airport 
 

(5)  SFO – San Francisco International Airport 
 

(6)  JFK – John F. Kennedy International Airport 
 
(7)  EWR – Newark Liberty International Airport 
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(8)  FRA – Frankfurt Airport 

 
d.  The following documents must be submitted within 72 business hours of 

receiving a valid ATTRS reservation. 
 

(1)  Signed Travel Authorization 
 

(2)  SATO Itinerary 
 

e.  Packet must be submitted digitally as a single PDF document using the following 
file naming convention (CL#_LAST_FIRST_CWT_SATO_LOCATOR #) 
 

(1)  Example: CL 26-02_RAMBO_JON_TRAVELAUTH 
 

(2)  Example: CL 26-02_RAMBO_JON_CWT_SATO_LGNADX 
 

f.  The above document must be submitted using the following form The above 
document must be submitted using the following form USAWHC Combined Jungle 
Operations Training Center Panama | Part 2 
 

g.  Return Flights. All service members will depart Panama the day following 
graduation. Students will arrive at PTY from Cristobal Colon at approximately 1100 EST 
the day following graduation. 
 
11.  Per Diem: Per Diem rates fluctuate throughout the course, see DTS Instructions 
 
12.  Dress and Appearance. Students will travel in appropriate civilian attire. Daily 
uniform will be dictated by Cadre. It is recommended that students carry $100 cash in 
small bills. 
 
13.  Transportation. TSC will coordinate airport pickup. Students will be transported to 
Kilpatrick Bunker NLT 1800 hours on the day prior to course start. Following graduation, 
students will be transported back to JSCG-P headquarters and to the airport the 
following day. No student is authorized to use local taxi, uber or any type of public 
transportation. No student will be allowed a rental vehicle in country. 
 
14.  Meals. Meals will be provided for all students throughout the course with the 
exception of DTS day 3, in which full Per Diem is authorized (See DTS instructions). 
 
15.  Haircuts. Students must report with a haircut that is AR 670-1 or service equivalent 
compliant. 
 

https://armyeitaas.sharepoint-mil.us/:l:/t/1SFABDE-BDETeam-BDES1-BDERecruitingTeam/JADea-3Uw7PeS4wCBNuJORCaARJerOGYeRYY5GfYNCs_6yM?nav=MDI2YWE1ZDMtZjc3Yi00ZTVlLThkZjUtYWE4NGRlZjgxZDBl
https://armyeitaas.sharepoint-mil.us/:l:/t/1SFABDE-BDETeam-BDES1-BDERecruitingTeam/JADea-3Uw7PeS4wCBNuJORCaARJerOGYeRYY5GfYNCs_6yM?nav=MDI2YWE1ZDMtZjc3Yi00ZTVlLThkZjUtYWE4NGRlZjgxZDBl
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16.  Telephone Use. Personal cell phone use is prohibited beginning Day One of JOTC-
P. Emergency use may be coordinated through JOTC-P instructors. The JSCG-P Staff 
Duty phone number is +507-310-5500. 
 
17.  Leave Policy. No student will take leave in Panama before, during or after JOTC-P. 
Students cannot report in early or before the class report date. Students will have to 
report back to home station and resubmit country clearance before reentering Panama. 
 
18.  Laundry. Washers and dryers are not authorized for student use. Materials for 
hand-washing uniforms will be provided; detergent and soap are not supplied. 
 
19.  ASI Identifier/Course Close-out documentation. Following successful completion of 
the course, students will be awarded the J2 identifier. Students must complete the end 
of course survey within 5 days of course completion in order to receive the J2 identifier. 
End of course survey is found here USAWHC Combined Jungle Operations Training 
Center Panama | Part 3. 
 
20.  The POC for this action is TSC at usarmy.list.jungle-operations-training-center-
panama@army.mil. 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 

 
ANDREW S. EAGEN 
LTC, AR 
Commanding 
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