Chaplain (COL) Rich West
Chaplain West’s home of record is San Diego, California.  He is an ordained Anglican Priest with the Anglican Churches in North America. He entered military service in 1989 with the United States Marine Corps, Reserve.  He entered active duty service as an Army Chaplain in 2004. He currently serves as the Deputy Chief of Chaplains, Pentagon.
His previous duty assignments include: Chaplain Corps Division Chief, Fort Knox, KY; NETCOM Command Chaplain, Fort Huachuca, AZ; The 1st Infantry Division, Division Chaplain, Fort Riley, KS; FORSCOM Chaplain’s Section, Operations and Training Chaplain, Fort Bragg, NC; Office of the Chief of Chaplains, Major Assignments Officer, Fort Jackson, SC; Office of the Chief of Chaplains Future Readiness Officer, Pentagon; Office of the Chief of Chaplains, Strong Bonds Operations Officer, Pentagon; Fort Hood Garrison Resource Manager, Fort Hood, Texas; 1st Cavalry Division Deputy Division Chaplain, Fort Hood, Texas; 1st Cavalry Division Family Life Chaplain, Fort Hood, Texas; 210 Fires Brigade Chaplain, 2ID, Camp Casey, Korea;  31st Engineer BN, Fort Leonard Wood, MO; 229 MI BN, Defense Language Institute, Presidio of Monterey, CA;  2-15FA, 2BCT, 10th Mtn Div., Fort Drum, NY. Chaplain West has deployed to Poland in support of Operation Assure and Deter and twice to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Chaplain West graduated with a bachelor's degree in Biblical Studies from Christian Heritage College, San Diego, California in 1995.  He graduated from Bethel Theological Seminary, San Diego, California, with a Master of Divinity, in 2000. He graduated from Texas A&M – Central Texas, Killeen, Texas, with an MS in Counseling Psychology, in 2013. He completed a Master of Theology with Cranmer Theological House, Reformed Episcopal Church, in 2025.
His military education includes the Chaplain Officer Basic Course, and the Chaplain Captains Career Course, The BDE CH Functional Course, ILE, Chaplain Resource Managers Course, and the Staff Action Officer Integration Course. 
His military awards include: the Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the National Defense Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, the Overseas Service Ribbon, and the Combat Action Badge. 
Chaplain West is married to the former Christine Loma Slosser, and they have two children: Emily (30) and Samantha (27). 


