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Bear Encounter During Training at JBER April 20, 2026 

 

HEADQUARTERS, 11TH AIRBORNE DIVISION, JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska – 
The 11th Airborne Division is providing an update on the two Soldiers involved in the recent bear 
attack on April 16, 2026, during a land navigation training exercise at Joint Base Elmendorf-
Richardson. 

Both Soldiers were treated at and discharged from a local hospital in Anchorage for serious injuries 
resulting from the incident.  

The 11th Airborne Division and the Soldiers’ families have received overwhelming support from the 
Army family, local community, and well-wishers from across the country.  

The incident remains under investigation, and no further details are available at this time. 

For further information, please contact the 11th Airborne Division Public Affairs Office at 
11abndivmediadesk@army.mil. 
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