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Bear Encounter During Training at JBER April 17, 2026 

 

HEADQUARTERS, 11TH AIRBORNE DIVISION, JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON, Alaska 
(Apr. 17, 2026) – The 11th Airborne Division is aware of an incident involving two soldiers and a 
brown bear during a land navigation training event at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska. The 
safety and well-being of our soldiers is our top priority. 

The incident involved two soldiers participating in a land navigation training exercise. Both 
individuals sustained injuries and are currently receiving appropriate medical care. For privacy 
reasons, we are not releasing names or specific details about their conditions until next of kin has 
been notified. 

During the encounter, both soldiers were equipped with and deployed bear spray. The incident is 
currently under investigation, and we are working closely with installation authorities and local 
wildlife officials to gather all relevant information and ensure the safety of all personnel in the area. 

Currently, no further details are available regarding the extent of injuries or other specifics, as the 
investigation and notifications are ongoing. Additional information will be released as it becomes 
available. 

For questions, please contact the 11th Airborne Division Public Affairs Office at 
11abndivmediadesk@army.mil. 
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