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101st Airborne Division Conduct Operation Lethal Eagle 26.1 Training Exercise  

FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. – The 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) will conduct Operation 

Lethal Eagle (OLE) 26.1, a large-scale training exercise from Jan. 18 – Feb. 7, 2026, designed to 

train Soldiers on large-scale air assault operations and emerging military capabilities. 

 

Operation Lethal Eagle is a 21-day field exercise involving more than 7,000 Soldiers, 22 rotary-

wing aircraft, and the testing of over 20 emerging military technology systems. The exercise will 

also incorporate two U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey aircraft from the Marine Medium 

Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 774 as a proof-of-concept in preparation for the division’s future 

fielding of the MV-75 tilt-rotor aircraft in 2028. 

 

As part of the exercise, the division will host a Distinguished Visitor (DV) Day on Monday, Jan. 

26, 2026. During DV Day, attendees will receive a command brief outlining the exercise concept 

and training objectives, fly in a CH-47 Chinook helicopter, view static displays, and participate 

in hands-on demonstrations of emerging systems. 

 

The 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault), stationed at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, continues to 

lead the U.S. Army in large-scale air assault operations and the integration of future vertical lift 

and emerging technologies to remain ready for future combat operations. 

 

For exercise-related updates and media content, please visit https://www.dvidshub.net/unit/HQ-

101ABN or contact us at usarmy.campbell.101-abn-div.mbx.101pao@army.mil. All products on 

DVIDS are public domain and can be used by anyone. Individuals can create a free DVIDS 

account to download high resolution versions of the products. 

 

Media Opportunity for Coverage  
  

Who: Soldiers and Leaders of the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) and 

interested members of the press.   
What: 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) OLE DV and Media Day  
When: 26 January 2026   
Where: Attending media will link-up with the 101st Airborne Division (Air 

Assault) Public Affairs Team at the Fort Campbell, Kentucky, Gate 7 Visitor 

Control Center at 9:30 a.m. 
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Additional Information  

What is Transforming in Contact? 

• Transforming in Contact (TiC) is the Army's adaptation of its organizations and delivery 

of new technology into the hands of Soldiers so that they can experiment, innovate, and 

be ready to fight on a modern battlefield.  It accelerates the fielding of necessary 

capabilities and leverages commercial-off-the-shelf products to get new capabilities to the 

force fast.  Soldiers can organize and integrate the capabilities during realistic training 

scenarios, adapting their formations to fit the need and making technology work for them 

rather than working for the technology.  This informs how we fight and how we organize 

in the future.  

• Transforming in Contact (TiC) infuses technology into the hands of soldiers, relying on 

forward units to accelerate the transformation of networks, small UAS (sUAS), electronic 

warfare (EW), and loitering munitions. It encourages bottom-up innovation, collecting 

feedback and sharing ideas to incorporate lessons into the PME/acquisitions process. The 

goal is to create units that are strategically deployable, tactically mobile, lethal, and 

survivable. The initiative also focuses on areas such as UAS, logistics, robotics, and 

human-machine integration, with the aim of identifying and changing the current process 

to enable rapid transformation.   

Emerging Tech List  

 

For additional information and RSVP please contact Maj. Jonathon Bless 

at jonathon.d.bless.mil@army.mil or 931-217-5074.  
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