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Eighth Army honors Brig. Gen. Lee Sang-min’s service as deputy commanding 
general–ROK 

Camp Humphreys, Republic of Korea — Eighth Army recognized Brig. Gen. Lee 
Sang-min upon completion of his tour as deputy commanding general–Republic of 
Korea, thanking him for his steady leadership and decisive support to the ROK–U.S. 
Alliance from Dec. 4, 2024, to Jan. 13, 2026. 

Serving throughout the period as Eighth Army’s DCG-R, Lee strengthened combined 
readiness while helping Eighth Army and ROK partners solve complex coordination 
challenges that affect training, operations, and local communities. He facilitated 
communication and practical solutions during community-impacting events near the 
Rodriguez Live Fire Complex, including advising on resident engagement following 
weather-related damage affecting nearby farms. He also supported alignment between 
ROK and U.S. counterparts on infrastructure and access matters tied to training areas, 
including on-site assessments and coordination regarding road and route maintenance 
affecting range access. 

Lee supported combined coordination during sensitive operational and safety-related 
matters, including liaising with the Ministry of National Defense and local counterparts to 
enable the responsible resumption of training following the ROK Air Force live-fire 
incident that resulted in a temporary training pause in the Pocheon area. In another 
case involving aviation access restrictions, Lee engaged the Capital Defense Command 
to help resolve air corridor authorization issues affecting Eighth Army subordinate 
helicopter operations, reducing friction and restoring mission continuity in accordance 
with established procedures. 

In addition to day-to-day combined coordination, Lee contributed to major training 
events and alliance readiness activities, including exercises Freedom Shield and Ulchi 
Freedom Shield, by providing senior-level engagement and operationally focused input 
across command-and-control forums. His efforts included observing new equipment 
fielding, supporting senior leader visits tied to wartime reception and onward movement, 
and reinforcing combined integration that improved practical interoperability. 

Lee also supported institutional readiness initiatives, including efforts to strengthen 
combined logistics coordination by engaging with ROK logistics organizations to 
improve pathways for allied sustainment. His support extended to specialized approvals 
that enable operations, including assistance with frequency authorization for aerial  
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reconnaissance asset employment and coordination support to rotational unit transitions 
to ensure continuity of operations and combined responsiveness. 

Beyond training and operations, Lee was an active representative at official events that 
reinforce alliance bonds and community ties, including KATUSA Friendship Week, the 
Eighth Army Ball, and community volunteer engagements such as a visit to 
Namsanwon orphanage in Seoul. He also represented Eighth Army during emergency 
response coordination following the October 2024 fire at a Busan storage center used 
by the U.S. military, supporting local fire authorities and recognizing meritorious service. 

Eighth Army’s strength rests in its people—Soldiers, Army Civilians, Families, and 
Korean allies—who sustain readiness every day through shared purpose and mutual 
trust. Lee’s service as DCG–R helped reinforce that foundation by advancing a culture 
of working together through strategic alliances and partnerships that improve combined 
readiness and preserve the enduring security of the Korean peninsula. 

Eighth Army extends its sincere appreciation to Brig. Gen. Lee Sang-min for his 
exceptional service and enduring contributions to the ROK–U.S. Alliance. 

 
BG Lee Sang-min 

For more information, contact the Eighth Army Public Affairs office at 
usarmy.humphreys.8-army.mbx.public-affairs-office@army.mil. 
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