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National Security Strategy of the United States of America (November 2025) 
By President Donald J. Trump 
 
The purpose of the National Security Strategy is to outline the President's vision for protecting the U.S., defining threats, 
and guiding the use of all instruments of national power (diplomatic, economic, military) to secure national interests. 
Mandated by law, it provides strategic context for the executive branch's approach to the world. 
 
Notable Quote 
“The United States must reconsider our military presence in the Western Hemisphere. This means four obvious things: 
• A readjustment of our global military presence to address urgent threats in our Hemisphere, especially the missions 
identified in this strategy, and away from theaters whose relative import to American national security has declined in 
recent decades or years; • A more suitable Coast Guard and Navy presence to control sea lanes, to thwart illegal and 
other unwanted migration, to reduce human and drug trafficking, and to control key transit routes in a crisis; • Targeted 
deployments to secure the border and defeat cartels, including where necessary the use of lethal force to replace the 
failed law enforcement-only strategy of the last several decades; and • Establishing or expanding access in strategically 
important locations.” 
 
Link to the strategy | More from The White House 
 

Vision and Return to Duty: The Vital Role of Optometry Detachments 
By MAJ Jason Christman and COL Kenney Wells 
 
Mobile optometry detachments are critical to maintaining combat effectiveness in large-scale combat operations by 
providing in-theater eye care and glasses fabrication, thereby increasing return-to-duty rates and reducing evacuation 
burdens. MAJ Christman and COL Wells challenge the traditional "life, limb, or eyesight" evacuation paradigm by 
demonstrating that vision-related casualties can be effectively treated forward, preserving fighting strength. 
 
Notable Quote 
“In modern warfare, the ability to maintain operational capability despite injury is a decisive factor. Optometry detachments 
ensure that service members with vision-related injuries or who rely on eyeglasses for operational effectiveness can 
remain with their units by providing in-theater eye care and fabricating lenses in the field. These capabilities conserve 
fighting strength by enabling service members to return to duty without the need for evacuation.” 
 
Link to the article | More from The Pulse of Army Medicine 
 

How to Train Your Dragon 
By Jane Kaufmann and Chris Pagenkopf 
 
This article analyzes China's combined military exercises and security relationships as a deliberate strategy to enhance its 
military capabilities, expand its regional influence, and project power globally. Medical planners should adapt by 
understanding these evolving security landscapes and the impact to medical theater security cooperation initiatives. 
 
Notable Quote 
“Exercises should emphasize interoperability, rapid crisis response, and practical operational value, demonstrating to 
partners that US engagement provides tangible benefits compared to Chinese alternatives. In addition, exercises should 
not occur in isolation but be paired with diplomatic initiatives, economic incentives, and selective arms transfers to 
reinforce US influence across multiple domains.” 
 
Link to the article | More from Modern War Institute 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2025-National-Security-Strategy.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/news/
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https://mwi.westpoint.edu/how-to-train-your-dragon-understanding-chinas-growing-web-of-combined-military-exercises-and-security-relationships/


2 of 2 

Interwar Mechanization to Transformative Robotization 
By Kasey O’Donnell 
 
The U.S. Army's current efforts in robotics mirror the challenges of integrating tanks in the 1920s and 1930s. This article 
argues that, like the development of tanks, successful robotic integration requires a clear tactical problem, rapid iteration, 
and collaboration between developers and Soldiers to drive technological leaps and ensure battlefield superiority. What 
lessons can Army medical materiel developers take to successfully introduce new technologies throughout the enterprise? 
 
Notable Quote 
“Although future concepts for the Army require it, current employment has yet to reach the point of reshaping operational 
doctrine or prompting reorganization of the combined arms team. This is not necessarily a failing; rather, it reflects the 
same iterative, uncertain process that characterized interwar mechanization. Overcoming these obstacles and achieving 
the technological leaps to achieve robots with which the Army can win requires coalescing efforts around critical tactical 
problems, designing a path that enables rapid robotic advancement between industry and the government, and continued 
experimentation and evaluation under realistic conditions.” 
 
Link to the article | More from ARMOR: Mounted Maneuver Journal 
 
The Case for Treating Drones as Ammunition 
By Zachary Griffiths and Jeff Ivas 
 
This article argues that the Army should treat small, expendable drones as ammunition to streamline their acquisition and 
deployment. This would allow tactical units to quickly access and utilize drone technology, which has proven to be a 
critical and decisive component of modern warfare, as seen in the conflict in Ukraine. This approach would enable faster 
innovation and adaptation on the battlefield. Are there aspects of the military medical supply chain that can adopt other 
sustainment and training methodologies? 
 
Notable Quote 
“Leaders would plan drone use based on their annual allocations, request drones by code through the ammunition 
forecasting system, draw the consumable drones with their other ammunition, and then expend or return them without 
drama. For the unit, this collapses everything into a familiar process. For the Army, it folds today’s ad hoc drone logistics 
into the predictable, scalable ammunition system.” 
 
Link to the article | More from War on the Rocks 
 

Renewal reimagined: How bold organizations survive constant disruption  
By Adrian Fonseca, Tomasz Gabor, Drew Goldstein, and Karim Thomas 
 
To survive constant disruption, bold organizations must move beyond occasional restructuring and embrace continuous 
innovation and adaptation. This means reimagining renewal as an ongoing process to gain a competitive edge in a rapidly 
evolving external landscape. This approach allows them to not just survive but to thrive amidst uncertainty. How can 
medical Soldiers integrate and innovate with intention across the Army Medical Enterprise?  
 
Notable Quote 
“Innovation and learning aren’t just buzzwords—they’re survival skills. Organizations that thrive aren’t waiting for change; 
they’re actively seeking it out, testing bold ideas, and learning from every success and failure. They may not know the 
destination, yet they recognize the journey ahead calls for reinvention, courage, and a willingness to adapt.” 
 
Link to the article | More from McKinsey & Company Insights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The Surgeon General of the Army Recommended Articles” series encourages professional discourse to advance military medicine and 
enhance medical support to operations. The views and opinions presented herein do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Department of War, the Department of the Army, or the Office of the Surgeon General. Appearance of, or reference to, any commercial 
products or services does not constitute DoW, Army, or OTSG endorsement.  
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