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washington d.c….washington d.c….

don’t know if 
I’m ready for 

exams. what do 
you mean, 

tyler?

both you
and isaiah always 

ace them!

you 
 

up!

rosa
knows 

what I’m 
talkin’ 
about!

get
a life, you

pray

to your computer and
cheat

the 
internet is 

out! great…

…what do
we do now, 

tyler?
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what
is this 

plaque?
it has 
latin 
words 
on it!

you’re 
right, 
rosa!

I didn’t
even hear

you come down 
the steps,

dad!

you should
say something 

next time!

what
is this 

picture?
I’ve

never 
it 

before.

it was
my grandpa 

joe’s…

…he got it 
while serving 
as a military 

chaplain.

which 
war was 

it?

during world 
war ii…

I think it’s
a military badge

or something--

c’mon…
…the switch

to the generator is 
in the basement.

be back 
studying for 
exams in no 

time!

know that
I could use
my phone’s 
hotspot…

…then
we wouldn’t 

have to go into 
this 

basement.

yeah, that 
would only 
solve your 
problems, 

isaiah!

we’re down 
here because 

my computer 
doesn’t have

don’t
make me

break out my 
jiu jitzu

on you!

cut it out, 

hey…
…there’s 
something 

down here that 
I haven’t  

before.



what
is this 

plaque?
it has 
latin 
words 
on it!

you’re 
right, 
rosa!

I didn’t
even hear

you come down 
the steps,

dad!

you should
say something 

next time!

what
is this 

picture?
I’ve

never 
it 

before.

it was
my grandpa 

joe’s…

…he got it 
while serving 
as a military 

chaplain.

which 
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it?

during world 
war ii…

I think it’s
a military badge

or something--



hey 
frank… …what

are the four 
chaplains

doing?

how are they
going to survive 
without their life

jackets?

I don’t know, 
joe…

…I
would never 

do it!

I’ve got
a family to 

live for!

I think
I know
why…

…they 
practice 
what they 

preach.

pater 
noster!

amazing 
grace!

praise 
the lord!

barukh
ata adonai!

grandpa joe told me how inspiring 

sacrifice their lives for others…

…he never forgot how beautiful 

two protestant ministers and a 

it’s what inspired 
him to become a 

chaplain himself!

my grandpa joe was
on the dorchester when 
it was hit by a german 

of the night…

…he was part of a 
transport 

that was on its way 

get
to the life 

boats!

dear
god…

…I don’t
know if I can 

do this!

what is it, 
soldier?

I-I-I can’t 
move, chaplain 

…I’m
going to

die!

no, 
you’re 
not!

go get
on that life 
boat, joe!

thank
you, chaplain 

may god 
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preach.
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you should
check out arlington 
cemetery after your 

…maybe
there is a 

monument
to them?

thanks, 
dad!

what do 
you guys 
think?

want to go
to arlington 

go! I
think it’s 
peaceful 

there!

we should
get there at 

10:30 if we left
after exams.

cemetery?

not
exactly my 

first choice 

time…
…but

…because
there’s

arcade 
nearby!

grandpa joe
was given this 
plaque for
his service as

a military
chaplain.

he always 
wanted me
to join the 
military…

…but I
never did.

found the 
switch!

yeah!

now, 
we’re 

talking!

dad…
…are the four 

chaplains buried 
anywhere?

I want to thank
them for saving my 
great-grandfather.

I don’t
know…



you should
check out arlington 
cemetery after your 

…maybe
there is a 

monument
to them?

thanks, 
dad!

what do 
you guys 
think?

want to go
to arlington 

go! I
think it’s 
peaceful 

there!
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10:30 if we left
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cemetery?
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first choice 

time…
…but
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there’s

arcade 
nearby!



the next day…the next day…

I can’t
believe I’m 
goin’ to a 

cemetery!
chaplain’s 

ahead…

…it says
there are four 

monuments.

hey!

I wonder if the 
four monuments 
have the names 

of the four 
chaplains!

I’ve

monuments…

…it

there are 
dozens of 

names on 
here.

and it

each monument is 

religion.

are any of
these chaplains

buried here?

I think a
few are buried 

over there...

…but it

like any of the 
four chaplains

are listed.

this

from
the rest…

charles j. 

a chaplain
in vietnam.
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believe I’m 
goin’ to a 

cemetery!
chaplain’s 

ahead…

…it says
there are four 

monuments.

hey!

I wonder if the 
four monuments 
have the names 

of the four 
chaplains!
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why is that 
soldier not 

moving? frozen!

he’s
die

if we don’t get 
him out of 

there!

soldier!

you’re 
coming 

with me!

may the 
of 

almighty god 
be with you!

thank
you, padre, 
for saving

my life!

died that day…

…ministering

soldiers in the 
heat 

was part of operation 
junction city in 1967…

catholic chaplain 
to minister to the 

are
you ready, 

padre?

I was
born for

this!

chaplain 
this 
way!

we’ve
 

down here for 
months!

today our 
plan is to 

advance as 
far as we 

can!



why is that 
soldier not 

moving? frozen!

he’s
die

if we don’t get 
him out of 

there!

soldier!

you’re 
coming 
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may the 
of 

almighty god 
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george 
washington 

asked 
to establish the 
chaplain corps 

on july 29, 1775…

…he believed

john hurt was 
the first of 218 

chaplains…

…who
served in

the continental
army during the 
revolutionary

war.

are you 
making this 
up, isaiah?!

I never 
learned this 
in history 

you
know you

can’t always
trust what you

find on the
internet!

b-but…

…it’s from
the website
of the united 
states army.

hey,
guys…

…while 
we’re 
here…

…let’s go
pay a visit to 
honest abe.

us straight!

he was the
first chaplain

since the civil war
to receive the

medal of
honor.

and it says
here chaplain

pfc max 
simpson served in the 

vietnam war and

same year.

his name 
should be 

whoa…

…before 
yesterday

I didn’t even 
know military 

chaplains 
existed!

and now
I find out

they even have 

you’re 

me!

what about
the fact that 

chaplains since 
the civil w--

chaplains since the 
revolutionary

war! even before 
america was its 
own country!
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…let’s go
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hey, isn’t
the korean 

war memorial 
over there?

I bet
there were 
chaplains 
during that

war t�!

isaiah,
any famous 

chaplains during 
the korean

war?

a priest 
named emil 

kapaun...

...and he’s 
even up for 
sainth�d!

te�
me about 

him!

I always 
forget how 

big the lincoln 
memorial

is!

he
certainly was a 
monumental 

president!

isaiah…

…what
were you 

saying about 
the civil

war?

were 
there 

chaplains 
there 

yeah, take a
father

of …

…he had 
quite the 
beard!

epic!

it says here 
that garland 
white was an 

escaped slave 
serving as a 
chaplain…

jacob frankel
was a jewish 
chaplain in the 

civil war…

was serving as 
an 

chaplain…

...she
was later 

 
recognized

in 2002.

…and 
alice henderson 

as a chaplain on 
july 8, 1974.

and there
are also muslim, 

chaplains! so many 
chaplains!



hey, isn’t
the korean 

war memorial 
over there?

I bet
there were 
chaplains 
during that

war t�!

isaiah,
any famous 

chaplains during 
the korean

war?

a priest 
named emil 

kapaun...

...and he’s 
even up for 
sainth�d!

te�
me about 

him!



watch 
out!

they’re 
coming up the 

no!

don’t 
take us as 

prisoners.

after being 
taken prisoner…

…kapaun ministered
to the physical and 

prisoners of war.thank you, 
padre!

I don’t think
I could survive 
without you!

chaplain kapaun 
was 

in the face
of danger.

spirits up, 
soldiers!

be
prepared for 
anything!

may
god’s 
be done!

padre!
are you 
okay?

that 
was my 

pipe!

to try harder 
next time!

ha! ha! ha!



watch 
out!

they’re 
coming up the 

no!

don’t 
take us as 

prisoners.

after being 
taken prisoner…

…kapaun ministered
to the physical and 

prisoners of war.thank you, 
padre!

I don’t think
I could survive 
without you!



put you in
an actual

jiu jitsu 
hold!

okay! 
okay!

did you say
a chaplain 

received the 
medal of 
honor?

yes…

…his name 
was calvin 

titus…

was a musician
and served as a 

before it was an 

they are known as 

specialists.

…he served during 

in china in 1900.

men…
someone to scale 

that 
it’s safe for us to 

anyone?

try, 
sir!

lord, 
please be 
with me!

he was
awarded

the medal
of honor
in 2013.

wow…

…I’m

trend 
here.

what’s 
that?

so many
chaplains were

heroic and received 
the medal of

honor!
it’s 

crazy!

I 
know!

…gordy was 
a chaplain’s 

if you say 
 one 

more time!

and when

earlier, I saw that
the inventor of 

 was
a chaplain…

…and even the 
founder of motown,

, was
a chaplain!
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men…
someone to scale 
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it’s safe for us to 

anyone?

try, 
sir!

lord, 
please be 
with me!



excuse 
me…

…do
you know

if there is a 
monument here
to the four 
chaplains?

sadly, 
no…

…the only
monuments I know

of are the chapel of 
the four chaplains

in philadelphia…
…and

in new york 
city.

did he say 
new york 

city?!

we’re
going 

to new 
york 
city!

times 
square 
here we 
come!

you
can do it, 
calvin!

thank 
you, 

lord!

act of heroism 
helped the american 
army overtake the 

gate and enter 
peking…

…and he received the 
medal of honor from
president theodore 

.

now,
don’t let
this give
you a big 
head!

I am blown

these courageous
chaplains, chaplain 

specialists…

haven’t found
any monument
to the four 
chaplains.

I want
to pay 

tribute
to their 

sacrifice.



excuse 
me…

…do
you know

if there is a 
monument here
to the four 
chaplains?

sadly, 
no…

…the only
monuments I know

of are the chapel of 
the four chaplains

in philadelphia…
…and

in new york 
city.

did he say 
new york 

city?!

we’re
going 

to new 
york 
city!

times 
square 
here we 
come!



in world war I with 
the “fighting 69th”.

father

to go to 

…I’m
afraid of 

death!

you

,
my dear 
boy…

…our dear
lord has a

special place in
his heart for
us irishmen.

in the name
of the father,
and of the son,

and of the
holy spirit.

served the people of new york city…

for his funeral 

father

thank you, 
father!

why did
we have to come 
to times square 

first?
we 

on our way 
here.

because I 

action!
stone 

monuments!

here’s 
another 

one!

seriously?!

I think
it’s a 

priest!

Actu--

mean... he
was a military 

chaplain 

let’s
hear father 

A few hours later…A few hours later…



in world war I with 
the “fighting 69th”.

father

to go to 

…I’m
afraid of 

death!

you

,
my dear 
boy…

…our dear
lord has a

special place in
his heart for
us irishmen.

in the name
of the father,
and of the son,

and of the
holy spirit.

served the people of new york city…

for his funeral 

father

thank you, 
father!



thank
you, chaplain 

…I
wouldn’t
be here

without
you.

is that a 
tear in your 
eye, tyler?

did
you find

what you were 

for?

yes, 
dad…

…I
think we

did.

tyler, 
today was a 

day.

I

.
being 

to do something
heroic with
our lives…

…it’s up to
us to answer 

seriously…

…military 
chaplains are 
everywhere!

their stories 

they are out of a 

c’mon…

…let’s get 
to our last 
stop before 

the sun 
sets.

this
is such a 
peaceful 

place!

hey, 
isaiah…

I think
they’re on 
this pylon.

…can you find 
the names of the 
four chaplains?
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you, chaplain 
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without
you.

is that a 
tear in your 
eye, tyler?

did
you find

what you were 

for?

yes, 
dad…

…I
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tyler, 
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day.

I
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being 

to do something
heroic with
our lives…

…it’s up to
us to answer 



JULY 29, 1775 
The Continental Congress established the Chaplain Corps. 

MARCH 4, 1791 
After serving as a Chaplain in the Continental Army, John Hurt of Virginia became the 
U.S. Army’s first Chaplain. 

DECEMBER 21, 1881 
James Naismith invented Basketball and later served as a Chaplain in 1916 with the 
Army National Guard.  

MARCH 11, 1902 
Corporal Calvin Titus was awarded the Medal of honor for his bravery and actions 
during The Boxer Rebellion.   

DECEMBER 28, 1909 
Chaplain assistants were authorized  to serve as special duty personnel supporting 
Chaplains. 

OCTOBER, 1917  
Chaplain Francis Duffy served with the Fighting 69th NY National Guard. In 1932 
Duffy died, and one of the largest funeral processions in NY history took place.  In 
1937, a statue was placed in Times Square between 45th and 47th Streets.  

FEBRUARY 9, 1918 
The Chaplain School was established at Fort Monroe, Virginia. It was the first fully 
integrated Army school. 

JULY 15, 1920
The Office of the Chief of Chaplains was established by the National Defense Act 
of 1920, and the Chaplain Corps became an official branch of the Army. Chaplain 
(Colonel) John Axton became the first Chief of Chaplains. 

Cpl. Calvin Titus

Ch. James Naismith

250 YEARS OF SACRED SERVICE

Ch. Francis Duffy



FEBRUARY 3, 1943 
The Four Chaplains gave their lives to save their shipmates when the troop ship 
Dorchester was sunk by a German U-boat. 

MAY 23, 1951 
Chaplain (Captain) Emil Kapaun died in Pyoktong, North Korea, while in POW camp 
caring for prisoners.  

MAY, 1952 
Private Berry Gordy, founder of Motown, served in the Korean War as a Chaplain 
Assistant.  His duties included playing the portable organ.

NOVEMBER 19, 1967 
Chaplain (Major) Charles Watters gave his life in Vietnam ministering to troops on the 
front lines.  He was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. 

JULY 8, 1974 
Chaplain (Captain) Alice Henderson was commissioned at Fort Hamilton, New York.

1974   
The concept of the Unit Ministry Team (UMT) was established in Army doctrine to assign 
Chaplain and Chaplain Assistant teams to units throughout all components of the Army. 

OCTOBER 1, 2017 
Chaplain Assistants were redesignated Religious Affairs Specialists.  

JUNE 1, 2023 
The US. Army Chaplain Center and School was redesignated the U.S. Army Institute for 
Religious Leadership. 

JULY 29, 2025 
The Chaplain Corps celebrates 
its 250th Birthday.  

Ch. Charles Watters

Pvt. Berry Gordy

Ch. Emil Kapaun



ANSWERING THE SACRED CALL 
I hope this comic was educational, entertaining, and inspiring. The stories in these pages are just a few of the countless 
heroes who make up the tapestry of over 250 years of Sacred Service. The United States Army Chaplain Corps 
celebrates its 250th birthday on July 29, 2025. It is a significant milestone and represents our ongoing commitment to 
care for the spiritual needs of our Army Family.

General George Washington recognized the importance of the free exercise of religion and acknowledged the need for 
Soldiers to receive spiritual care on the battlefield. It is why the order to establish the Chaplain Corps was issued only six 
weeks after our Army was established on June 14, 1775. He knew that having Chaplains serving alongside Soldiers would 
boost their morale and give them hope during the darkest of hours.

Since the founding of our nation, significant changes have occurred in the world and within the United States Army. 
However, our core values have remained consistent and we have expanded our care. We now have Chaplains, Religious 
Affairs Specialists, Directors of Religious Education, and other Army Civilians who all serve the single purpose of tending 
to the spiritual needs of our Soldiers.

This multifaceted approach is necessary as it provides each Soldier with the opportunity to worship according to their 
own unique practice of religion. As they go into battle to defend our country, it gives them peace of mind to know that they 
are supported by a team of religious professionals who walk alongside them to meet their spiritual needs.  

For the past 250 years, the Army Chaplain Corps’ sacred service has been an inspiration, yet it is the next 250 years that 
will sustain and support Soldiers and their Families into the future. The stories contained in this comic should motivate 
each of us to share stories of faith and freedom and respond to our unique Sacred Call.

Pro Deo et Patria!

Chaplain (Colonel) Brandon R. Moore
Office of the Chief of Chaplains 
U.S. Army Institute for Religious Leadership 
Fort Jackson, SC



CHAPLAIN CORPS CHAPLAIN CORPS 
MUSEUMMUSEUM
THE ONLY MUSEUM IN THE WORLD 
DEDICATED TO PRESERVING AND 
SHARING THE HISTORY OF THE  
U.S. ARMY CHAPLAIN CORPS

Always present with Soldiers in war and in peace, the 
Chaplain Corps provides religious support to America’s Army. 

That story is told at the U.S. Army Chaplain Corps Museum

CALL TO ARRANGE A VISIT!  
(803) 751-8079 / 8827 

U.S. ARMY INSTITUTE  
FOR RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP

10100 Liberty DIV Rd., 
Fort Jackson, SC 29207 usairl.tradoc.army.mil/museum



1880 
The first distinctive insignia was authorized for Chaplains. It was described as “a 
shepherd’s crook of frosted silver on a shoulder strap of black velvet.” 

TAKE A LEAP OF FAITH!

DISCOVER 250 YEARS OF  
SACRED SERVICE 
This action-packed, full-color comic book includes several heroic stories that 
honor the faithful service of thousands of Chaplains who have served in the Army 
Chaplain Corps during the past 250 years. 

From George Washington’s founding to the present day, this comic book brings 
to life the stories of men and women who responded to a divine call to serve their 
country on the battlefield, giving spiritual aid when it is most needed. 

Prepare to be encouraged and inspired by the heroic witness of these faith-filled 
Chaplains. Many of them gave the ultimate sacrifice of their lives for the good  
of others. 

Pro Deo et Patria! 

www.army.mil/Chaplaincorps


