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Michael O. Lacey assumed duties as the Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Manpower and Reserve Affairs on 20 January 2025. In this role, he is the primary advisor to the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Manpower and Reserve Affairs. He supports the Assistant Secretary in policy 
development for and oversight of human resources, training, readiness, mobilization, military health affairs, 
force structure, recruiting and retention, quality of life, civilian personnel, marketing, and other critical matters. 
Mr. Lacey has over 38 years of Civil Service including his military service and was recently selected as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (DASA), Army Review Boards in December 2024.  

 
CAREER CHRONOLOGY: 

 

 October 2018 - November 2024: Deputy General Counsel (Operations & Personnel), OGC 
 July 2017-September 2018: Special Counsel to the Army Office of the General Counsel (OGC) 
 January 2017 - June 2017: International Law Attorney, Military Commissions, Office of the Chief Prosecutor 
 July 2015 - August 2016: Staff Judge Advocate, First Army, Rock Island Arsenal 
 July 2013 - July 2015: Staff Judge Advocate, XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg 
 January 2014 - December 2014: LEGAD, ISAF Joint Command, Kabul, Afghanistan 
 July 2012 - July 2013: Fellow, Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
 July 2009 - July 2012: Staff Judge Advocate, 10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum 
 October 2010 - October 2011: LEGAD, Regional Command South, Kandahar Afghanistan 
 July 2008 - June 2009: Chair, International and Operational Law Department, U.S. Army JAG School 
 July 2006 - July 2008: Director, Center for Law and Military Operations 
 July 2005 - July 2006: Chief, Intelligence Law Branch, Office of the Judge Advocate General 
 July 2003 - July 2005: Deputy Staff Judge Advocate, 1st Infantry Division, Wuerzburg, Germany & Tikrit, Iraq 
 June 1999 - July 2002: Professor, International and Operational Law Department, U.S. Army JAG School 
 July 1994 - July 1998: Ch, Admin Law, Sr Trial Counsel, Op Law Atty, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg 
 February 1988 - June 1991: Infantry Officer, 25th Infantry Division, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii 



EDUCATION: 
 

 War College Fellowship with duty at the Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
 L.L.M., U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School 
 J.D., University of Illinois School of Law, cum laude 
 B.S., United States Military Academy, European History 

 
SIGNIFICANT TRAINING: 

 

 Infantry Officer Basic Course 
 U.S. Army Ranger School 
 U.S. Army Jumpmaster School 
 U.S. Army Command and General Staff College 

 
AWARDS AND HONORS: 

 

 Purple Heart 
 Bronze Star (1OLC) 
 Legion of Merit (1 OLC) 
 Expert Infantry Badge 
 Senior Parachutist Badge 
 Air Assault badge 
 Ranger Tab 
 Combat Action Badge 
 Iraq Campaign Medal 
 Afghanistan Campaign Medal 
 Army Staff Identification Badge 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ASSOCIATIONS: 

 

 Member of the Bar of the State of Illinois 
 Purple Heart Society 
 Veterans of Foreign Wars – Olney, Illinois Chapter 
 Senior Fellow, Lieber Institute, United States Military Academy 


