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Chuseok, which runs from September 16-18, is one of Korea’s most celebrated holidays.
This time of year sees many Koreans returning to their hometowns to visit ancestral grave
sites and celebrate the harvest season. However, this period also brings significant
challenges, particularly for those traveling by privately owned vehicles (POVs).

Key Safety Points:

Traffic Congestion: Expect severe traffic jams on freeways and major rural routes. The
congestion begins several days before and extends beyond the actual 3-day holiday period.
We strongly encourage avoiding POV travel during Chuseok if possible.

Accident Risks: The majority of POV accidents during this period result from excessive
speed, driving under the influence, fatigue, following too closely, or poor situational
awareness. To mitigate these risks:

Plan: If you must travel, plan your route and allow extra time for delays.

Avoid Alcohol: Promote alcohol-free events and activities. If you plan to drink, do so
responsibly and use the buddy system.

Check Your Vehicle: While weekend/holiday POV inspections are no longer mandatory,
you should still perform a thorough safety check of your vehicle. Ensure that lights,
windshield, and tires are in good condition before setting out.

Military Vehicle Safety: With over 25 million drivers on the road during Chuseok, military
vehicle operators must comply with the USFK Chuseok Holiday Road Conditions Matrix.
Adhere to road conditions in Areas |, Il, lll, and IV to ensure both vehicle safety and mission
success.

Conduct and Behavior: We must act responsibly as guests in Korea. Historically, conflicts
with local nationals during the holidays can occur, often stemming from intoxication. Please
avoid such situations by remaining sober and respectful.

Our goal is a safe and successful holiday with zero incidents and responsible behavior.
Achieving this requires clear, practical, and rigorously enforced operating standards.
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