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Mr. William “Willie” Nelson is a member of the Senior Executive Service 
and the commanding general's senior civilian advisor. He brings 
extensive technical, engineering and acquisition expertise to command 
engagements with industry and academia, oversees AFC’s financial 
resources and manages command-wide programs for more than 17,000 
personnel.

Nelson earned a U.S. Air Force commission through ROTC at the Nelson earned a U.S. Air Force commission through ROTC at the 
University of Texas at Austin and retired as a space and missile officer 
after 20 years of service. His recent roles as a DOD civilian include 
deputy assistant secretary of the Army for research and technology / 
Army chief scientist and director of the Assured Positioning, Navigation 
and Timing/Space Cross-Functional Team. He holds a master’s degree 
from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and is a graduate of 
Harvard’s Senior Executives in National and International Security and 
Oxford’s Advanced Management & Leadership Programs.


